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Orcutt's Brodiaea (Brodiaea orcuttii) is very similar to its close relative the
thread-leaved brodiaea, but is generally paler, taller and more graceful. It is found ,
in moist grasslands on the edges of vernal pools in dense clay soils. The pale violet
flowers, numbering from three to more than 30 on a single stalk, are usually in
bloom in late May or early June. Fewer than a dozen populations of Orcutt's brodi-
aea are known in Riverside, San Bernardino, and San Diego Counties and in Baja
California.



...w■MMamuiill•IIIIMr.a...s■nwuwvwrww•Nm.

Parish's Meadowfoam (Limnanthes gracilis var. parishii) is a small annual wild-
flower with pale green foliage that grows in the margins of vernal pools and
streams shortly after they are filled by winter rains. In a typical year it appears in
March. The small, white, four-petaled flower would be inconspicuous except for
the fact that this species usually occurs in large populations. The showy display of
thousands of meadowfoam blooms can turn a pool's edge into a carpet of white,
giving the flower its name. Parish's meadowfoam occurs only on the Santa Rosa
Plateau and in the Palomar, Laguna and Cuyamaca Mountains of San Diego
County.
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The Santa Rosa Plateau Preserve is a cooperative management
project of the California Nature Conservancy, the Riverside
County Parks & Open Space District, the California Department
of Fish and Game, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California.

Originally part of a Mexican land grant rancho, the Santa Rosa
Plateau Preserve was set aside to protect its rich biological
diversity and its many rare and endangered species of native
California wildlife.

In addition to vernal pools, the Santa Rosa Plateau Preserve pro-
tects the largest remaining expanse of native bunchgrass prairie
and its dominant species purple needlegrass (Stipa pulchra).
Other rare communities include dense stands of endangered
Engelmann oak (Quercus engelmannii), sycamore-alder ripar-
ian woodland, coast live oak riparian forest, coastal sage scrub,
and mixed chaparral. The preserve is home to a great diversity
of plants and animals including more than 588 species of vascu-
lar plants, 180 species of birds, 35 species of mammals, and 27
species of amphibians and reptiles. More than 35 species of
plants and animals of special concern are protected here, includ-
ing two fairy shrimp (Linderiella occidentalis and
Branchinecta lynchi), San Diego coast horned lizard (Phryno-
soma coronatum blainvillii), southwestern pond turtle
(Clemmys marmorata pallida), California red-legged frog
(Rana aurora draytonii), Cooper's hawk (Accipiter cooperi),
and California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica).
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